THE    DUKE    OF    WINDSOR
understand/' he whispered.  "It is exactly how I used to feel'
when I had to make a speech/'
Early in September the Prince crossed the Andes, into
Chile. He might have taken advantage of the journey into
the mountains to rest and read, but he rose in company with
the sun each morning, to sit at the window of his carriage,
forever searching the landscape, or asking questions. He
might have pitied himself for the long months of duty that
lay behind him, but his zeal seemed to grow stronger. When-
ever the train paused he would jump into the snow, sometimes
to tramp away from the track, sometimes to make snowballs
which he threw at his equerries. If the engines were changed,
he would run along the track and watch the men at their
work. At Uspallata, twelve thousand feet above the ocean,
he saw the big bronze figure of the Redeemer rising from the
white slope of the mountain, as a signal of peace between the
two republics. He passed on to the ancient town of Santiago
and, as the welcome of the Argentine faded behind him, the
welcome of Chile began. The grand moment during his stay
in Santiago came when he laid the foundation-stone of the
Canning monument, in front of the British Legation. One
hundred years had passed since George Canning "raised his
voice to tell a continent that its political and economic re-
covery was to be obtained.... by consolidating the ideals
of independence/* There had been days of rain before the
ceremony and, sitting in his room, the Prince had improved
the hour by learning more Spanish. He spoke of Canning as
"the Saviour of Chile/' he recalled his achievement to the
Chileans in their own tongue. His Spanish was now so good
that he could talk to the officials with ease.
On September 12, the Prince was near Valparaiso. The
outward journey was now ended and the noise of the great,
free breakers of the Pacific induced him to sleep. Ralph
Deakin wrote that the Prince's stay in Valparaiso was "as a
sailor among sailors/1 He steamed out to the Chilean fleet,
at anchor, and he boarded the Latorre, which had fought as
a British ship at Jutland. The President of the Republic
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